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Greetings, FIRST® Robotics Competition teams and welcome to another year filled with creativity, big ideas and bold
action!

We’re thrilled to see you take the stage for CRESCENDOSM presented by Haas, part of the 2023-2024 cross-
program season, FIRST® IN SHOWSM presented by Qualcomm. This year, we’re shining a spotlight on the 
role STEM plays in the arts and how it empowers young people, like you, to design and build a 
world of endless possibilities. 
Take a moment to consider just how intertwined STEM and the arts often are. So much of the artistic content we 
produce and consume has been inspired and brought to life by STEM. It’s our STEM skills that help us

The boundaries of what’s possible 
are stretched and reshaped by your collective imagination and resilience, and we can’t wait to see the wonders
you’ll create. 

With that said – Lights, Camera, STEAM! 
Sincerely, 

To our teams competing this year, congratulations. Your creative spirit, acts of Gracious Professionalism®, and
collective passion for making a positive difference in the world have touched the hearts of your peers, mentors,
local communities, and all of us here at FIRST. 

And to the mentors, parents, volunteers, partners, sponsors, donors, alumni, and many supporters who invest in
FIRST participants in countless ways: thank you. You empower students to explore their full potential, forge new
paths, and find ways to make an impact, do good, and inspire others to do the same. 

As you all step onto the competition stage, remember that FIRST is More Than Robots®. Your journey with FIRST
will help you design your life’s path, from building perseverance as you overcome obstacles to illuminating career
paths you might not have considered – including those in the arts. Just ask our esteemed alumni, some of whom
became audio engineers, architectural visualization specialists, VFX artists, cinematographers and more, all while
remaining an integral part of our STEM community.

FIRST

FIRST

By embracing the connections between STEM and the arts, you’re not only shaping the future of
technology and science but pioneering the frontiers of human creativity. 

design a  logo, costume, or movie set from a blank canvas, 3-D print a sketch, light the stage for a photoshoot, or
rock an arena with a jaw-dropping performance. Our skills and knowledge empower us to be creative, pursue our
big ideas, and build what some may only dream of.



It’s an honour to witness the impressive talent and dedication of competitors as they come
together to showcase their robotics skills. This year’s theme, FIRST in Show, and competition
game, CRESCENDO      provide a captivating mission for participants this weekend. I’m looking
forward to watching each team showcase their unique skills as they demonstrate their aptitude
for critical thinking, problem-solving and innovation.

The FIRST® Robotics Durham College District Competition plays a valuable role in inspiring and
encouraging students to explore and thrive in STEM education. At DC, we offer an innovative
education for students interested in STEM fields with a focus on hands-on learning, exactly how
competitors are learning this weekend. This helps our students develop the skills required to
thrive in today’s rapidly evolving technological landscape.

Dear competitors, educators and guests,

I am confident that the competition this weekend will provide a platform for the talented
participants to showcase their creativity, teamwork and ingenuity. As they compete in this action-
packed event, they will gain valuable experience, forge lifelong friendships, and discover their
potential to make a significant impact in the world of robotics.

Sincerely,

Congratulations to everyone competing this weekend, and I wish you the best of luck!

Dr. Elaine Popp
President, Durham College

It is my pleasure to welcome you to Durham College (DC)! We are thrilled to once again be
sponsoring and hosting young science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) enthusiasts
from across Ontario as they compete in the 2024 FIRST® Robotics Durham College District
Competition.

2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham College District Event
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Welcome to the 2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham
College District Event
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Scan to View Animation

2024 ® Robotics Competition | Game Animation FIRST 

View the 2024 game animation for the 2024
game, CRESCENDO.

 Robotics Competition FIRST
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This is a complete list of FIRST Robotics Competition awards. Please note that different event types 
(e.g. Regional events, District Events, District Championships, Championship) offer a different set of 
awards. Not every award is presented at every FIRST Robotics Competition event. 

Finalist

Imagery Award 

Creativity Award 

Autonomous Award

Impact Award 

Engineering Inspiration Award

Judges’ Award

Rookie All-Star Award

Celebrates the Alliance that makes it to the final match of the
competition.

Celebrates creativity that enhances strategy of play and was
intentionally designed and not discovered.

Founder’s Award
Recognizes the organization or individual that has contributed
significantly to the growth of FIRST.

Celebrates the team that has demonstrated consistent, reliable,
high-performance robot operation during autonomously
managed actions. Evaluation is based on the robot’s ability to
sense its surroundings, position itself or onboard mechanisms
appropriately, and execute tasks.

Excellence in Engineering Award 
Celebrates the team that demonstrates a professional approach
to the design process.

During the course of the competition, the judging panel may
decide a team’s unique efforts, performance, or dynamics merit
recognition.

Innovation in Control Award 
Celebrates an innovative control system or application of control
components – electrical, mechanical, or software – to provide
unique machine functions.

Celebrates the rookie team exemplifying a young but strong
partnership effort, as well as implementing the mission 
of FIRST to inspire students to learn more about science and
technology.

Rookie Inspiration Award 
Celebrates a rookie team’s outstanding success in advancing
respect and appreciation for engineering and engineers, both
within their school, as well as in their community.

Safety Animation Award sponsored by UL Solutions
Recognizes the team that submits a short animated film that best
promotes the current season’s team safety focus. 

Team Spirit Award 
Celebrates extraordinary enthusiasm and spirit through
exceptional partnership and teamwork furthering the objectives 
of FIRST.

In honor of Jack Kamen, Dean’s father, for his dedication to art
and illustration and his devotion to FIRST. This award celebrates
attractiveness in engineering and outstanding visual aesthetic
integration of machine and team appearance.

in honor of Jack Kamen

sponsored by Rockwell Automation 

Winner

Team Sustainability Award 

Volunteer of the Year Award

Woodie Flowers Finalist Award

Celebrates the Alliance that wins the competition.

Celebrates and recognizes a team which has developed
sustainable practices to have a positive environmental impact
and achieve long-term continuity.

Presented to an individual, business, or organization that
consistently excels in their efforts, with proven results in the
areas of impact, leadership, personal commitment, community,
and historical contributions.

Presented to an outstanding Mentor in the robotics competition
who best leads, inspires, teaches, and empowers their team
using excellent communication skills.

sponsored by Dow

 Dean’s List Award
Celebrates outstanding student leaders whose passion for and
effectiveness at attaining FIRST ideals is exemplary. 

FIRST

The most prestigious award at FIRST, it honors the team that best
represents a model for other teams to emulate and best embodies
the purpose and goals of FIRST. 

FIRST 

®2024  FIRST 

Celebrates outstanding success in advancing respect and
appreciation for engineering within a team’s school and
community.

Digital Animation Award
sponsored by AutomationDirect.com
Celebrates the art of the digital animation and its close
relationship to STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art, and Mathematics).

Industrial Design Award sponsored by
General Motors
Celebrates the team that demonstrates
industrial design principles, striking a
balance between form, function, and
aesthetics.

Celebrates outstanding demonstration of FIRST Core Values
such as continuous Gracious Professionalism working together
both on and off the playing field.

Gracious Professionalism Award 

Quality Award 
Celebrates machine robustness in concept and fabrication.

 Robotics Competition | Awards
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Canada— Durham College  District Event
Team Number  Team School/Organization Nickname City Rookie Year

 | Team Spotlights2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham College District Event
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 | Team Spotlights

Canada— Durham College District  Event - Cont
Team Number  Team School/Organization Nickname City Rookie Year

2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham College District Event
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 | Team Spotlights

Canada— Durham College District  Event - Cont

2024 Durham College District Event Schedule

Team Number  Team School/Organization Nickname City Rookie Year

2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham College District Event
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Judges

John Shaw
Adjunct Professor
Ontario Tech University

Carol Gregoris

Chitransh Vishway

Greater Toronto 
Airports Authority

Dave Woodill
Principal I&E Engineer
Langtree Controls Limited

Drishti Jani
Active Safety Validation Specialist
General Motors

Jason Hawken
Director Technology Enablement 
Group 
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. 

Justin Chu
Software Engineer
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. 

Abby Stevenson
Public and Community Relations
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.

Andrew Norman
Customer Technical Support
Specialist
Ontario Tech University

Brian Dorrepaal
Retired Physics Teacher

Max Poschmann
Research Scientist
Canadian Nuclear Laboratories

Michelle Lagerway
Professor and Program
Coordinator – Faculty of Science,
Engineering & Information
Technology
Durham College

Mitchell Vella
CTO - Co-founder
Moduleaf Inc.

Nick Charabaruk
Mechanical Design Engineer
Kinectrics

Raj Khurmi

Richard McDonald
Retired Distinguished Engineer
IBM Canada  
Director of Space Place Canada

Rick Szymczyk
Title
Ontario Tech University,
Automotive Centre of Excellence

Samira Karimi
Sun Life Financials
Sun Life

Manpreet Sandhu
Virtual Electromagnetics
Engineer
General Motors

Kathleen Blair
Manager, IT Service Management
and Governance
Durham College

Glenn Harvel
Professor
Ontario Tech University

Led by Our Judge Advisors: 

Serena McQuaid-Noakes

Shawn Lin
DevOps Engineer
TELUS Mobility

Tarandeep Mittal
Software Program Manager
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.

Tim Clarke 
PhD Student
Ontario Tech University

Victor Mazzuocco
Research and Development
Engineer
Ontario Tech University /ACE

Victoria Bozinovski
Councillor
Town of Whitby

Xinhai Li
Senior Firmware Engineer
Advanced Micro Devices, Inc.

Soham Mitra
Resident EngineerCandu
Energy Inc.

Utkarsh Saini
Software Developer -
Vehicle Viewing
GM

Lawrence Lupton
Retired Nuclear Engineer
Atomic Energy of Canada Limited

2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham College District Event



FIRST® has put together exclusive FIRST Championship
housing discounts so you and your team can have the time of
your lives when you get there. When you book with FIRST, you
will:

• Stay close to the venue and other teams

• Receive guaranteed low rates at FIRST-reviewed hotels

• Enjoy convenient, FIRST-only contracted amenities at 
most hotels including complimentary Wi-Fi, breakfast, 

and parking

• Gain flexibility to make booking adjustments and pay later

• Get reservation protection and assistance before, during, 
and after your stay if any unexpected challenges occur

The 2024 FIRST® Championship starts April 17

Book your hotel reservations today!
www.firstchampionship.org

Pack your bolts, bots, and bags!
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FIRST® Robotics Competition Teams from North America | Teams by Location
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FIRST ® Robotics Competition Teams from Around the World | Teams by Location
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Donate! 

Form a Team…

Be a Volunteer…

Become a Team or Regional Sponsor…

Thank you for your generosity!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Become a mentor.
Organize an event or program.
Assist at a competition.
Make a difference in young lives.

Provide financial support, equipment, parts, facilities,
internships, or other services.
Offer scholarships.
Encourage employees to mentor or volunteer.
Host an event.
Build community goodwill.
Inspire employees.
Help build a technical workforce.
 

Learn from engineering pros.
Apply math and science concepts to design and build robots.
Gain hands-on experience solving real-world problems.
Learn about exciting science and technology careers.
Make new friends. 

Help ensure thousands of students have access to unique learning experiences.
Support the next generation of technological innovators and problem solvers.
Scan this code with your smartphone to launch our secure 
browser.

 on your 

Contact: arti.javeri@firstroboticscanada.org

Contact: jaeleen.koscielski@firstroboticscanada.org 

Get Involved!

online donation page

2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham College District Event
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FIRST Volunteers Inspiring the Future Since 1992
The Durham College District Event relies on dedicated volunteers
and appreciates the contribution of time from everyone who
participates.From the expertise of veteran volunteers who return year
after year, to the enthusiasm of first-timers, volunteers are the critical
component that make our events successful. A special thank you to
the members of the Newmarket Complex District Event planning
committee, who work tirelessly to plan this event each year.

2024 FIRST® Robotics Competition Durham College District Event








